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Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 

i \ of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. ‘ 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got yon 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Customer enquiries: 0424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 071 581 1371 
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30: Winter 


t was getting cold in White Deer Park. The 
pond had frozen over and the ground was 
hard. “I can’t even dig for grubs,” 
muttered Owl. 


Toad slithered over the ice. “I think it is time 
I went to sleep,” he yawned. He hopped off to 
a pile of stones and found a cosy corner. 
“Bye, bye, mateys!” he croaked. 


Some of the animals gathered together in the 
snow. “It’s going to be a hard winter,” said 
Fox. “I saw the Warden putting out hay for 
the deer.” 


“Toad’s got the right idea, I’m going to put my 
head down, too,” said Badger, ambling off. 


\ 


Speedy and Whistler were at the pond. 
“It’s hopeless,” said Whistler, almost 
bending his beak on the ice. “It’s like 
pecking at a shell.” 


“Oh my, you’ve just reminded me,” said 
Speedy. “Shell ... crayfish, follow me.” 
She took off, followed by Whistler. 


Badger strolled by. “Do try some,” invited 
Whistler. “Well, I suppose it is meat,” said 
Badger, trying some. “Could I take some for 
Fox and Vixen — they are finding hunting 
very hard in all this snow?” 


Speedy landed by a small stream and started 
to fish. Whistler joined in and soon there was 
quite a pile of crayfish on the bank. 


Speedy looked surprised. “You're so good at 
fishing, my dear, you'll soon catch some 
more,” Whistler added quickly. 


“Help yourself,” said Whistler. “I haven’t 
forgotten the Oath of Farthing Wood.” 


“The Oath still works here in 
White Deer Park,” Fox said to Owl. “Don’t 
interrupt me when I’m eating,” Owl replied 
with her mouth full. 


The meat eaters tucked into the crayfish 
hungrily. Measly tried to join in but Weasel 
pushed him away. “You’re not Farthing 
Wood,” she said. 


The snowy weather continued. “I’m utterly 
sick of fish,” said Vixen. “Let’s go hunting.” 
She and Fox were skin and bone. They set 
out across the snow. 


Scarface and Lady Blue watched them from 
their land. “It’s not fair,” said Vixen. “They’ve 
got most of the park and we are almost 
prisoners on our land.” She started to walk 
over towards the pine trees. 


“['m warning you — put one paw over and 

Tl ...” threatened Scarface. “But we’ll starve,” 
protested Vixen. Scarface laughed. “My mate 

is the law round here,” said Lady Blue. “Stag 

may be king, but Scarface holds the power.” 


Weasel was having difficulty finding food, too. 
She wandered about on her own. “Yoo hoo!” 
called Measly, holding up a worm. 


ily 


Weasel snatched it and gobbled it all. “Ta 
ever so,” she said, greedily. “Got any more?” 
Measly shook his head, sadly. He had hoped 
to share the worm with Weasel. 


Weasel turned her back on him and walked 
off with her head in the air. 


Next week: A nasty accident. 


All About... 


6GHi! Some people call me Sleeper or Hazel mouse 
or even Chisel mouse. They're all quite good names 
for me — read on and you'll see why — but my proper 
name is Dormouse. | don't suppose many of you 
have seen me because | only come out at 
night. Also, we Dormice spend very little time 
on the ground. We mainly climb about in 
bushes, shrubs and trees. 
I’m glad to say, people are at last doing 
something about the fact that we have lost many 
of our homes in Britain. We need woods that 
have a number of different shrubs and trees so 
that we can get food in spring, summer and 
autumn. (Can you guess why we don’t need it in 
winter?) Many of these woods have been cut down 
or made too small for us to survive.99 


In the past, Britain’s woods provided much better 
homes for us Dormice. That’s because they were 
managed by woodmen who cut down certain trees 
and shrubs to ground level and then let them 
sprout up again. Later they could cut sturdy sticks 
for fencing and other crafts. When trees such as 
Hazel are treated this way (it’s called coppicing) 
their sprawling branches make excellent pathways 
for us and provide plenty of nuts in the autumn. 


Be a Nature Detective 


| have golden-brown fur, a 
pale yellow belly and white 
throat fur. My eyes are big 
and black and my ears are 
neat and round. | have long 
whiskers and a long, furry 
tail - it’s almost as long as 
my body which measures 
7cm. 

I spend quite a lot of time 
asleep but when I’m up | 
can race about. | run along 
branches and twigs, jumping 
and climbing with great skill. 


NUT LOVERS 
One of our favourite foods are hazel nuts. We eat 
them when they’re green and still attached to the 
tree. When they fall to the ground they turn 
brown. We nibble into the C= 
side of the nut, making a = 
smooth hole so that we 

can pull out the rich 
kernel. You can only see Le 


weasel $ Easel 
| A Dormouse only 
weighs about the 


me as 4wo our teeth marks on the eA 
A coins surface of the nut. That’s 7 ‘Ss y oN 
why we're sometimes Ue | grip with my toes which are very flexible 


i ! x ‘ z 
called Chisel mouse! - 1! can turn each one outwards if | need to. 
Of course, it also helps to be so light. 


All About... 


Sleeping and eating 
¢6During the day we sleep in a nest 
which we make ourselves. It’s usually in 
the top of a bush, sometimes inside a 
hollow branch or even a deserted bird’s 
nest. Occasionally we’ll make them closer 
to the ground, in the middle of a bramble 
thicket, for example. We come out at 
night to feed. There’s no special exit or 
entrance - we just push our way out.99 


This Dormouse is asleep in its daytime 
nest inside a tree trunk. When the 
weather turns cold we retire to our 
hibernation nests which are on or near 


wake up when the weather turns warm. 
It takes about 20 minutes for us to wake 
up fully and for our temperature to rise 
enough to allow us to scamper off in 


the ground. We curl up into a tight ball, 
chin on belly and tail over the head, and 
go io sleep. Our body temperature drops 
and our heartbeat slows right down. We 
can sleep for up to six months and only 


search of food. There are very few nuts 
and berries left by spring. Our first food, 
after the long sleep, usually consists of 
insects such as caterpillars and pollen 
from the spring flowers. 


We usually have one litter 
of about four young in the 
middle of the summer. 
They’re born blind and 
naked but after a week 
they are covered with 
their first furry coat. By 
about six weeks they can 
look after themselves. 


In summer we eat lots of 
different foods - flowers, 
pollen, fruits and insects. 
We hold berries in our 
front paws and nibble 
away. In autumn we fatten 
up on nuts, especially 
hazels and acorns, so that 
we can survive our long 
winter hibernation. 


THE GREAT NUT HUNT 

We know there are fewer Dormice 
in Britain than there used to be. 
Conservationists are trying to 
discover just how many there still 
are and where they live. They can 
then help woodland managers to 
make their woods more attractive to 
Dormice. You can help by taking 
part in the Great Nut Hunt of the 
National Dormouse Survey. 

The best way of finding out if 
Dormice are using a wood is to look 
for Hazel nut shells that have been 
opened by a Dormouse. Winter is 


the 
easiest 
time to 
look, when 
the ground 
plants have 
died back. The only 
equipment you might need is a 
magnifying glass. 

If you’d like to take part, write fora 
Dormouse Survey Pack to: 
Margaret Waltham, English Nature, 
Northminster House, 

Peterborough PE1 1UA. 


Daytime nests are loosely made balls 
of grass, leaves, moss and shredded 
honeysuckle bark. Each one is just 
big enough for one adult. We build a 
bigger nest for our babies. 


Sea efaee 


You can’t mistake him, he’s the one with 


the scar. Nobody in the Park is safe 
while Scarface is around. He’s a nasty 
piece of work and not at all pleased 


when White Stag takes away some of his 
land to give to the Farthing Wood band. 


He must seek revenge ... 
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Discovering Nature© 


Weasel’s easel 
The longest pleasure pier in 
‘we world is at Southend- 

} on-Sea, Essex, England. It 
is 2.15km long! 


Each Sea squirt has two tubes, i ll E IR fF RAN KS 


one to suck in water and the bE Things may be busy below a pier, but 
other to squirt it out. Did you ; there’s plenty happening on top, too! 
manage to find eight squirts? ge Some piers have a Haunted House, a Hall 
of Mirrors, telescopes, a Merry-go-round, 
a Punch and Judy show and much more 
to see. Let’s go and join in the fun. 


MIRROR MAGIC 


Shipworms drill into wood usinga_.- 4 N* I The Turnstone is a colourful 


hard shell at one end of their body. fe iy : seat A reflection is what you see when you look in a Hold a book in front 
i ; busybody bird. Wher % ‘ ‘ 
They line their burrows with chalk for AY) N tunike Aone the ites eno mirror. You can also see reflections in water, of a mirror. Why 


windows and other shiny surfaces. In a Hall of can’t you read it? 
Mirrors you can see your reflection distorted. 
For instance, you may see yourself with a giant 


protection. They can cause a lot of 
damage to wooden pier supports or 
ships’ timbers. Driftwood is often full 


stones, shells and bits of seaweed. 
It’s searching for sandhoppers and 
other small creatures to eat. 


of Shipworm holes. a > head perched on a tiny body with very short When you raise your 
< ‘ legs! Reflections also show things back to front. right arm, which arm 
Can you think why the word ‘Ambulance’ is does it look like in 


painted backwards on the front of the van? the mirror? 


enter 


Bladderwrack is a knobbly brown 
seaweed found on shore and the 
bottom of piers. It is covered in 
small, air-filled bubbles which float 


WACKY WORDS 


Some letters of the alphabet are symmetrical 
(one half of the letter looks the same as the other 
half). You can make up some wacky words by 
drawing half the letter and using a mirror to see 
the other half. When making up a word use only 
all vertical or all horizontal letters. 


Vertical letters: 
AHIMOTUVWXY 


Common mussels cling to rocks in the water so the seaweed is 
in clumps. When the tide is out, the —_ nearer to the light. It’s fun to pop 
mussels stay shut. Underwater the bubbles between your fingers. 
they open to filter food out of the Dog whelks are small shells that 
water. Tiny Pea crabs live inside a , + eg come in all sorts of different 
mussel and feed on its waste. 3 ‘. patterns. They may look 
‘ harmless but they are vicious 
hunters of mussels and 
* barnacles. Dog whelks’ egg 
capsules hang down from rocks, 
looking like tiny drips of custard. 


Horizontal letters: 
BCEIKOSX 


a ’ .¥\. Common starfish have five legs 
Enteromorpha is a 4 § '4/\) anda great appetite for mussels. 


green seaweed I. Underneath each leg are lots of - a 
found higher up the ' /: |} tube-like feet. The starfish uses (Te yerx 
shoreline than aan.’ them to pull the shell apart, then it \ 
Bladderwrack. te Sih ae pushes its stomach into the shell. It i iq 
grows in tufts which eat =| dissolves the soft body then sucks 1 
sway in the water Peay i the juice up. ; ° 
like long green hair. yr" ‘ ; / 
v, a , oO 5 Beadlet anemones are left ; S 

se I RY high and dry when the tide 

Common acorn barnacles are easy Ae” 4 Cuy ; goes out. Closed up they look O 


to spot when the tide’s out. They look like blobs of red or green jelly Esese \ reg 
like tiny whitish-grey volcanoes. They on rocks or piers. When the call a man v 
attach themselves to hard surfaces tide comes in the anemone Use a mirror to work out our mystery words — a seagull on 
like pier columns. An oval-shaped opens out its tentacles. They then try making up a few of your own. his head? 


are armed with stings to stun 
shrimps or small fish. 


trap-door on top opens underwater to 
let out a fan of delicate feeding legs. 


iD 
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PUNeH AND JUDY Stow In days gone by, Punch and Judy shows were a 


common sight on piers and beaches. They are 
rather rare today. The story was always roughly 
the same and the puppeteer kept a squeaker in 
his mouth to make funny noises. Have a go at 
making your own Punch and Judy show. 


You will need: 
DO) Ny wor MIRRORS gsc hoer git rubber, coloured pencils or 


A Hall of Mirrors uses curved mirrors to distort felt tips, sheet of mirror paper (from craft shops), 
your reflection. An anamorphic mirror works the cardboard toilet-roll; scissors, clear sticky tape. 
other way round, distorted images are seen as 
they should be. 


FOR THE STAGE: 


q Cut the flaps off the 
top of the cereal box. 
Paint the box white and 
leave it to dry. Paint thick 
red stripes on the box. 
Leave to dry. 


You will need: scissors, thick paper, 
thick card, glue, paints, tracing paper, 
q Cut a sheet of mirror paper, 12 x 10.5cm. empty cereal box, coin. 
Carefully wrap it round the toilet-roll tube, 
with the shiny surface on the outside. Stick 
the ends together with clear sticky tape. 

3 Glue or tape the flaps to 
the back of the box so that 
the stage is level. 


2 Place your cylinder on the dotted 
circle and see Toad as he should be! 


2 Cut along the dotted lines, 
as shown. Bend the ends of 
the flaps, A and B, down. 
Fold the stage into the box. 


a Cut three shaped borders from card to fit the top and 
sides of the stage. Decorate them and glue them on. 


FOR THE PUPPETS: = 4 trace the puppets on 


to card. Cut them out. 
Colour them in. 


Now make up a play and 
perform it in front of your 
friends or family! 


Squirrel says 
You might like to 
make felt finger puppets 
for your theatre instead. 
Look back to Puzzle It 
Out issue 25. 


Try distorting Toad, or another animal, for 
yourself. Trace the square grid and the 
distorted grid on to paper. Draw a picture 
in the square grid. Mark with a cross on 
the distorted grid where the lines of the 
drawing touch the square grid. Draw lines 
to join the crosses. Keep checking how it 
looks with the mirror tube. 


2 Glue the tabs to fit 
your finger. 


ON 


border template 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


> POSSUM Ps 

ON A BLOSSOM ~~ it 

Not many mammals , 
All animals must have the right sort include nectar in their 


of diet to grow, get energy and keep * diet but this Honey 
in good shape. Each animal’s body possum definitely 

and behaviour are geared to getting has a sweet tooth. 
the food it needs. And a few animals Ec ininke neha Of 


> BONE CRACKER 


clambering up a 


top up their diet with some very tall plant to get at The Lammergeier or Bearded vulture 
strange substances to keep them in the delicious syrup looks like an eagle but feeds on dead 
tip-top shape. in the flower. meat like a vulture. It doesn’t waste a 


scrap as it’s happy to eat the bones, 
too. To get at the soft goodness 
inside a bone the bird drops it on to 
rocky ground from a height. 


< SALT OF 
THE EARTH 
A colourful crowd of 
butterflies gathers ona 
riverbank to suck up 
moisture and salts from 
the ground. Butterflies 
sometimes settle on 
animal urine or droppings 
for the same reason. 


RUNNING BUFFET 

This Carmine bee-eater is hitching 
a ride on a bustard, but not 
because it’s a lazy bird. As it moves 
along, the bustard disturbs insects 
on the ground which the bee-eater 
then eats. The Bustard doesn’t 
mind because the bee-eater gets 
rid of its parasites, too. 


> LEAF 
INSPECTOR 
It’s no use being 
surrounded by a forest 
of food if it doesn’t do 
you any good. When 
Woolly monkeys have 
eaten a lot of one kind of 
leaf they move on toa 
different kind. That’s 
because too much of one § 
sort can poison them. This 
Woolly monkey is making 
sure some leaves are good 
to eat before tucking in. 


A MASKED RAIDERS 
Some animals eat just one 
type of food but Raccoons 


: What does a are not particularly fussy 
hummingbird eaters. They have sucha 
eat? varied diet that they can 

usually find something to 
“UeJOON : eat no matter where they 


are. This pair is raiding a 
dustbin, but they can enjoy 
a feast in all sorts of other 
unlikely places. 


<q MINING MACAWS 

Macaws usually live in pairs but 
sometimes lots of them get together ai 
spots like this riverbank in Peru. They dig 
in with their strong beaks to get minerals 
from the clay. The minerals help protect 
them from poison which collects in their 
bodies after eating certain seeds. 


a grit should \ 
\\. fit the bill. ) 


~—_> 


<q FALSE TEETH 

Pheasant doesn't have teeth to help 
him break up his food. Instead he 
swallows bits of grit which help to 
grind up the food when it's in his 
gizzard (stomach). 


“Let’s go to town,” said Vixen. “I need a 
change and | like looking at shop windows.” 
“We can raid a few dustbins, too,” added 

the ever-practical Fox. 
So they set off through the maze of paths 
that led to town. 


uf 


Puzzle it ouf = 


SHOPPING 


ere an Yi 
‘} = Find the route 

that Fox and 
y¥F= Vixen took to 


It was late at night and Fox and Vixen had 
the place to themselves. The lights in the 
shop windows had not yet gone out so 
there was plenty for Vixen to gaze at. 
Occasionally Fox would disappear to raid a 


dustbin and bring back a snack to his mate. 


—| 


TOYS 4 US 

Spot all the toys in 
the window that 
begin with D. 


WHAT’S THE JOKE? 

What wears shoes but has no feet? 
Find the answer by writing down the: 
first letter of each object. , 


‘ 
Suddenly there was a loud clattering and “No point in staying now,” Fox shouted 


: Fox and Vixen looked up in alarm. It was above the din. “Let’s go!” And the two of 
— “oe Saat the dustcart coming down the road and them made their way back to the peace of 
: — emptying all the dustbins. White Deer Park. 


, BATTY BOOKS 
Read the book 
titles and the 
authors out loud 
— then match the 


TeY DRSss 


The shopkeeper is not going to be pleased to see a 


piece cut out of each dress in his shop window. » 


Can you match each piece of cloth to the dress it came from? 


: Lal . TA LA A the right books 
) with the right 
{ authors. 


Bottom, Hands Up by Robin Banks, The Detective’s 
Handbook by Ivor Cloo, How to Cycle by Rhoda 


Byke, When Will It Happen by Sue Nora Later, The 


Haunted House by Hugo First. 


TOYS 4 US Doll, dolphin, dog, dinosaur, dice, 
BATTY BOOKS The Cat’s Revenge by Claude 


dragon, duck, drums. 
DOTTY DRESSES 1B 2A 3E 4C 5D. 


WHAT'S THE JOKE? Pavement. 


ANSWERS 


| BOTTOM\ 


: | | RHODA |, I CLAUDE 
E 


| Ar =L went tothe 

| went to the 

i fF me supermarket and supermarket 
bought an ostrich. y 


and bought 
SHOPPING GAMES \ an ostrich 
to test your memory! YY \ J) 
NY 


and a 
SILLY SHOPPING 


Play this game on the way to the shops! 
Try to think of really silly things that no 
one could buy in a supermarket! 

One person starts by saying, “l went to the 
supermarket and bought an ostrich”, The 
next person repeats the sentence and adds 
another thing, “I went to the supermarket 
and bought an ostrich and a lamp-post”. 
See how far you can get before someone 
makes a mistake — or you reach the shops! 


SHOPPING BASKET 


Give all the players a pencil and paper. Fill a shallow 
basket with goodies and let everyone look at it for 
two minutes — then take it away. Everyone writes 
down all the things in the basket they can remember. 


Colour it ina 
| LOADSTOOL WALES 


' i 


olen ie a 


yO 


